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SLIDE 2. HISTORY OF ORIGIN. Celtic mythology spread widely across Europe in the first millennium BC, when the
Celts settled over a vast territory as far as the British Isles. It reached its maximum development in the last
centuries B.C., in the period before the Roman conquests.

FEATURES OF RELIGION. The Celts believed in eternal life after death and in the transmigration of souls. This belief
made them fearless warriors, as they had no fear of death. This trait was noted in the religion of the Celts by Gaius
Julius Caesar, who fought them persistently in what is now France.

SLIDE 3. Gods of the ancient Celts. There was no single pantheon of gods, as well as a single set of myths, among
the Celts of different parts of Europe. Gaius Julius Caesar described the custom of mass human sacrifice among the
Gauls. According to him, the Gauls wove from twigs a huge cage in the form of a man with a head, arms and legs. In
this cage they stuffed people intended for sacrifice and set them on fire. More than a dozen people could be burned
at a time.
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